Water Baptism Bible Study
1. Who should get Water Baptized?   Before being taken up into heaven, Jesus sent his followers out into the world to “make disciples.”  Note in Matthew 28:18-20 the two basic requirements for all disciples:

     1)__________________________________  2)__________________________________  

  Was Water Baptism was not a suggestion, but a ______________________________ of Jesus! 

2. Is Water Baptism really important?   On the Birthday of the New Testament Church (the Day of Pentecost),  Peter preached  to the onlookers.  Being cut to the heart they asked,  "What shall we do?"  See Acts 2:38 for Peter's answer.  In it he lays out the three vital elements of the Christian Life?

1)_______________________  2)_______________________  3)_________________________

3.  What if I was already water baptized as an infant?   This is a very common question.  In Scripture, water baptism is for individuals who have FIRST received Christ as Savior.  It is only AFTER this spiritual rebirth that we are commanded to be baptized.  For examples, see: Acts 2:41;  8:12-13;  10:47-48;  16:29-34,  18:8

 Throughout Scripture the order is always: 
1) ________________________ and be 







2) ________________________

4. Why do we baptize by immersing people under water?  The Greek word used in the New Testament for baptism is "Baptiso".  It means:  To  ____________________________________.    

It was the same word used to describe the dying of cloth which was immersed into the colored liquid and came out bearing that same color.  It also seems quite  clear that immersion was the mode of baptism in the first century.   Mark 1:4-5,  John 3:23,  Matthew 3:16,  Acts 8:34-38.   

5. What is the purpose of  Water Baptism?  Water Baptism openly identifies us with Christ in what significant ways?  See Romans 6:1-7, Colossians 2:11-12.  
1. Christ’s _______________  2. Christ’s ________________   3. Christ’s _________________   
· Water Baptism is an ​​________________ SIGN of an _____________________ WORK!  

Just as a wedding ring is an outward sign that a couple are married, so in water baptism we are publicly identifying our commitment to Christ.  What if a couple were to simply wear wedding rings without actually being married?  They would only have an empty SYMBOL not the SUBSTANCE.  So baptism, the wedding ring of the Bride of  Christ, doesn't make anyone the bride.  It  is a fitting outward sign, but without the inner reality of salvation, it is void of meaning.  See I Peter 3:20b-21

6. How is Water Baptism different from the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?   The baptism in the Holy Spirit immerses us in the Holy Spirit for a power-filled life and is identified in Scripture as a  _________________________     _______________________________.  See Acts 8:12-17.   In water baptism, you are making a public statement of your faith in Christ by obeying His command to be water baptized.  You are symbolizing how you have died with Him by being immersed under the water.  And in coming up out of the water, you show your resurrection unto a new life in Him!

Practical Items For Those Being Water Baptized
What should I do to prepare for the Baptism Service?

· Prepare yourself spiritually by prayer, meditating on the Scriptures pertaining to Water Baptism and through confession all sin to God. 
· Invite family and friends to witness your baptism.

· Prepare a brief testimony about how you came to Christ or of you intention to live for Christ.  You will be given opportunity to share this before you are baptized.

What should I bring to the Baptism Service?

· Women should wear a swimsuit under their clothes to maintain modesty.  Wear casual clothes that you don’t mind getting wet.  It is a good idea to avoid wearing tee shirts with advertising slogans on them.
· Bring a large towel to dry off.  We will have additional towels available as well.

· Bring a dry change of clothes.
How will I be Water Baptized?

· Some people get nervous about the process of Water Baptism.  There is no need for this if you understand that the process is quite simple.  We don’t want this to distract you from the blessing of this beautiful spiritual step in your life.
· The pastor will call your name at which time you can come forward and give your towel to the attendant who will help you into the water.  There are steps into the baptismal tank; take your time as you enter the water.
· You will be asked to share a brief testimony once you are in the baptismal tank.  (If you are being baptized outdoors, you will give your testimony from the shore.)  The person baptizing you will then ask you to hold your nose with one hand and your elbow with your other hand.  When you are tipped backward, please bend your knees, this helps the person doing the baptizing.  You will be submerged just enough to cover your face and then will be brought back up immediately.  Those witnessing your Baptism will often clap or give praise to God after you’ve been baptized.  You will be helped out of the tank and given your towel.
· Make your way back to the changing rooms set up on either side of the platform.  Women go to the room just behind the baptismal tank.  Men cross the stage and use the room on the other side.  After you change, please feel free to rejoin the service.
I am so happy that you are taking this step to publicly proclaim your faith in Christ! 
 May God’s richest blessing be on you as you follow Him in Water Baptism!
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Answer Key

1.  
1) Baptize them
2) Teach them to obey 




A Command

2.
1) Repent
    2) Be Baptized    3) Receive Holy Spirit
3.

1) Believe and be 

2) Baptized
4.
Immerse, submerge, dip, wash, plunge under.
5.

1) Death   
2) Burial   
3) Resurrection


    Outward Sign

Inward Work

6.
separate experience
